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1. Introduction

This edition is the print result of a digital project organized by the Chung-hwa Institute of Buddhist
Studies and hosted at the Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal Arts. Its aim was threefold: First, we
wanted to explore practices for the digital edition of Dunhuang manuscripts with a markup
technology called TEL' Our solutions are documented in detail below and amount to an introductory
encoding handbook for this type of material. Second, we aimed to produce an accessible collection of
manuscripts to introduce students to reading and editing Dunhuang manuscripts, especially with
regard to transcription and character standardization. We hope this edition will give beginning
readers of manuscripts a sense of how witnesses of a manuscript cluster differ, and how character
variation plays out in reading and presenting the text. Third, we wanted to make a high-end digital
edition of significant Dunhuang manuscripts available online. The value of open digital editions
stands to grow as they become aggregated in clearing houses, and, as we believe, editing as a
scholarly practice will eventually move into the digital. More and more, practitioners and scholars
of Buddhism rely on digital text. However, our online texts and corpora are not always as reliable as
one would wish. We need sophisticated digital editions to work with and we need to explore stable
mechanisms for how to explore, integrate and maintain them. The digital output of this project - the
TEI files, stylesheets and associated material - will be made available via the International Dunhuang
Project and other long-term repositories.

The project treats four early Chan texts, two of which have an historical emphasis (Chudn fdbdo ji 1%
REAC and Lénggié shizi ji FENETZEC), while the other two are mainly concerned with doctrine and

1 The Text Encoding Initiative (TEI) standard is maintained by the TEI consortium. Guidelines, documentation, and

software are published at www.tei-c.org, For a Chinese localization of TEI (version 2009) see Ma Dewei (2009).
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practice (Xiaxin yao lun /&0 %55 and Guanxin lan #U0i). The choice of texts was informed by our
goals. Early Chan texts have received a lot of attention in the 20" century, especially in China, Japan
and Korea, where Chan/Zen/Sén is still a living tradition. This in turn has inspired Western
scholarship.” We have chosen texts that had been studied in great depth before, in order to be able
to focus on technical and presentational aspects.

In the print view of the texts, Volume 1 presents the texts in facsimile above a diplomatic
transcription. Volume 2 offers a parallel, punctuated and annotated edition of each witness. The slim
Volume 3 selects a small number of manuscripts for the quality of their calligraphy. It is inspired by
the sutra copying (chaojing #) #&) booklets popular in modern Chinese Buddhism, and invites
students to trace some of the original manuscripts with a pen or brush.

The print version can be used by teachers and students in an introductory course in Dunhuang
Studies. With the first volume students can practice deciphering the facsimiles of the manuscripts
themselves and then compare the result with our diplomatic transcription. In the second volume
students can compare normalized punctuated versions of all witnesses with each other, which helps
to understand the web of variations, overlaps, abbreviations, corrections, additions, errors and
omissions that characterize the manuscript clusters for each text. The third volume is for
practitioners or students who enjoy copying or tracing original calligraphy.

2. Dunhuang Manuscripts: From the Cave into the Computer

In 1900, a Daoist monk, Wang Yuanlu, happened on a hidden cache of manuscripts in the small oasis
town of Dunhuang, which had once been a major destination on the trade routes that connected East
Asia with India and the Middle East. Today the manuscripts are dispersed; with major collections
existing in Beijing, London, Paris, and St. Petersburg.’

The remarkable find gave rise to its own field of scholarship - Dunhuang Studies. Based on the more
than 30,000 manuscripts that range in time from the fifth to the early eleventh centuries, Chinese,
Japanese, and some Western scholars have produced a vast body of research on medieval China.”
Together with other manuscript finds at Central Asian sites such as Turfan the Dunhuang
manuscripts document almost every aspect of medieval Chinese society: religion, law, economy,
medicine, astronomy, history, art and literature. Apart from material in Chinese, the cave at

2 The story of how early Chan was rediscovered and the traditional accounts of Bodhidharma and the early patriarchs
in China were put in perspective is among the most important developments in the study of Chinese Buddhism in
the 20" century. For an overview in English see Faure (2003) and Heine (2007).
For an overview of Dunhuang Studies see Rong (2001, in an outstanding English translation by Imre Galambos 2013).

4 The largest bibliographies list between 17,000 and 20,000 books and articles in Chinese and Japanese written between
1900 and 2007 (Fan, Li & Yang 2011; Zheng 2000 and 2006). The amount of Dunhuang scholarship in Western
languages is relatively small compared with what is available in Chinese and Japanese. Bussotti & Drege (1996) list
about 420 works for the time between 1900 and 1996. As to the total number of Dunhuang manuscripts this almost
impossible to ascertain. It depends on what to count. 30,000 is a lower estimate, excluding many smaller fragments.
Rong (2013: 10) uses an upper estimate of c. 50,000 manuscript remains.
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Dunhuang contained manuscripts in Tibetan, Khotanese, Sogdian, and many other languages, which
preserve unique information about the different cultures and ethnicities that existed along the silk
road in the first millennium CE. By far the largest number of Dunhuang manuscripts are related to
Buddhism.” This is not surprising since the manuscripts were found at a monastery and perhaps
represent the remains of a monastic library.’

For the first fifty years after their discovery the Dunhuang manuscripts were only available to
researchers who had the means to study them in situ at the various collections which had acquired
them. This changed when, in the 1950s, microfilms of varying quality and completeness were made
from the collections in London, Beijing and Paris. By the late 1970s researchers working at the few
large libraries that owned all three microfilm sets were for the first time able to see the outline of
most of the material that was dispersed from 1900 to 1920. In outline only, because due to the poor
reproduction quality many texts were illegible.’

Another step towards making the Dunhuang manuscripts more readily available came in 1981-86
when Shinwenfeng Publishing Company in Taipei reproduced the Dunhuang baozang in a 140 volume
printed edition from the microfilm sets. With the Dunhuang baozang on their shelves researchers
were able to view the majority of manuscripts without the help of a microfilm reader and in their
own study. Legibility, however, was compromised both by the uneven quality of the originals, as
well as by the relatively small format chosen for the books.

In the 1990s two developments began to address the problem of how to make the manuscripts
available to a wider public. First, Chinese publishers entered agreements with collections within and
outside of China to produce large tomes of print facsimiles, based on new photography of the
manuscripts. These well-published and widely distributed volumes provided relatively clear print
facsimiles. Crucially, for the first time the materials kept in St. Petersburg and in some smaller
collections in China, such as the Tianjin Library, were made available.®

Another line of dissemination developed in the 1990s when researchers started to explore how to
digitize the manuscripts. Digital facsimiles have a number of obvious advantages. They can be
flexibly displayed at much higher resolutions, where tiny details, invisible to the bare eye, come into
view. Moreover, technical photography of manuscripts in the infrared and ultraviolet parts of the
spectrum can reveal deleted or overwritten material that could not otherwise have been discovered
under any resolution. Digital imaging can also include annotation and metadata in ways far
surpassing analog photography. In fact, the use of expertly produced digital facsimiles is in many
ways preferable to handling the fragile original manuscript objects, although there remain reasons
to inspect the originals. Once created, digital facsimiles can be copied and distributed with little
extra cost. However, the initial creation as well as the maintenance and development of a digital
collection is expensive and often requires institutional funding.

Scholars in Dunhuang studies recognized the potential of digital imaging early on. After a first

5 Some estimates speak of up to 90% (Broughton 1999:151).

6 Rong(2013:109-115).

7  Rong (2013: 8-9). The British Library produced their microfilm 1953-54 (Rong 2013: 140).
8 Esp.Menshikov & Qian (1992-).
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conference in 1993 the International Dunhuang Project (IDP) was formed in 1994 with support from
the Chiang Ching-Kuo Foundation (CCK). In 1998 IDP made the first images of manuscripts available
on the web. Under the directorship of Susan Whitfield, IDP has since developed into a truly
international clearing house for digital facsimiles from Dunhuang and Central Asia, with local
centers in London, Beijing, Dunhuang, St. Petersburg, Kyoto, and Berlin. Together with the print
facsimile publishing projects mentioned above, the IDP has vastly improved the accessibility of the
Dunhuang material. It houses not only manuscripts scans, but also catalogs, bibliographies, and
studies of Dunhuang texts and objects.

To date the record of scanned manuscripts is still incomplete. Roughly half of the Stein collection
remains unscanned, and there are a number of manuscripts from other collections of which there
are no image files available yet. Only the Pelliot Collection is nearly fully available, with only a very
small number of manuscripts unscanned due to preservation issues.

When it comes to full text availability the field narrows further. Often versions of the canonical and
paracanonical Buddhist texts contained in the Dunhuang material are freely available as part of the
CBETA corpus (cbeta.org), but this digital corpus is based on printed editions and not geared towards
representing manuscript transcriptions.” The same is true for the canonical Daoist and Confucian
texts that can be found in digital repositories (e.g. ctext.org). There also are print editions of a fair
number of non-canonical religious, secular and literary texts. A database of transcriptions of such
material, however, has not been attempted as yet. In other fields, e.g. classical epigraphy and
papyrology, efforts to create full text databases of witnesses are more advanced.®

In spite of its tremendous growth in the last forty years, the field of Dunhuang Studies remains a
highly specialized pursuit. Although facsimiles of the manuscripts, catalogs, bibliographies, and
secondary scholarship are now abundant, the study of Dunhuang manuscripts still poses formidable
hurdles to the non-specialist. It is relatively difficult to find and align existing witnesses. Our edition
therefore attempts to help beginners by juxtaposing facsimile and transcription with a normalized,
punctuated and annotated parallel edition of four important texts from the early Chan tradition.

3. Four Early Chan Texts

The following introductions to the individual texts merely highlight features relevant for this
edition. For more detailed information readers should refer to the comprehensive reference work
regarding Chan texts from Dunhuang by Tanaka & Cheng (2014). Based on a lifetime of research and
bibliographic effort it lists all (or nearly all) known witnesses, editions and studies, and we do not

2

9 The CBETA corpus also contains Vols 1-9 of Zangwai fojiao wenxian j& 9t {155 i, a 17 volume series of paracanonical
texts (Fang 1995-).

10 See e.g. the International Greek New Testament Project's XML transcription site (http://www.iochannes.com/XML
/start.xml), the federation of Epigraphic Databases called Electronic Archive of Greek and Latin Epigraphy (EAGLE)
(e.g. the Epigraphic Database Heidelberg http://edh-www.adw.uni-heidelberg.de/home), the Inscriptiones Graecae
(http://ig.bbaw.de/), the Cuneiform Digital Library Initiative (http://cdli.ucla.edu/), or for papyri the clearinghouse
at http://papyri.info/ (all accessed July 2017).
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attempt to copy this information here.

Neither will we reduplicate here the available information regarding the manuscripts as objects.
Detailed descriptions of most of the manuscripts in the Pelliot collection are available in the Pelliot
Catalog (Gernet, Soymié, Drége et al. (eds.). 1970-1995)." For the Stein collection, the catalog in Fang
& Wood (2011-) now replaces the older catalog by Lionel Giles (1957). Manuscripts in the Beijing
collection are again described in a detailed catalog by Fang Guangchang, that is appended to the
volumes of the print facsimile edition (Ren, Fang et al. 2005-2012). Relatively basic manuscript
descriptions for c. 3000 manuscripts in the St. Petersburg collection are available in the Menshikov
catalog (Menshikov 1963, 1967), of which there is a Chinese translation (1999)."

There is a rich literature of secondary scholarship on each of the four texts, especially in Chinese
and Japanese, that can be accessed via specialized bibliographies (Tanaka & Cheng 2014; Fan, Li &
Yang 2010; Zheng & Zhu 2006, 2010).

The four early Chan texts presented here were written between c. 650 and 750 CE, and are associated
with the “Northern School” of Chan, i.e. a clique of Hongren’s students and their supporters, which
were not made part of the standard lineage narrative that came to assert Huineng as the sixth
patriarch.” The texts have survived in Dunhuang and some paracanonical printed texts and
manuscripts in Korea and Japan. For about a thousand years the early development of the Chan
school in China has been perceived by Chinese, Japanese, Korean and Vietnamese Buddhists in a
narrative that had the Chan teachings arriving from India with Bodhidharma, and then being
transmitted through Huike, Sengcan, Daoxin, and Hongren, to Huineng, who in this scheme was
considered the last common ancestor of all Chinese Chan schools. One of the reasons why the early
Chan texts discovered in Dunhuang elicited so much interest was because they bear witness to
competing narratives about the early line of transmission before the 8" century, especially the
transition from Hongren to Huineng,

The early Chan texts not only brought new facets of early Chan history to light, but also regarding
practice, the instructions found in them differ from later mainstream Chan practices, such as huatou
and gongan practice, or the practice of “just sitting” in awareness.

One outcome of the study of early Chan texts in the last fifty years has been the realization that the
formation of monastic Chan as we know it took place in the period of the Five Dynasties and the
Song rather than in the Tang dynasty. Nevertheless, even though Chan history and practice during
the Tang were in fact not quite as later tradition had projected them, the early Chan texts represent
an important stage in the sinization of Buddhism. The texts already evince the strong essentialist
tendencies of the later tradition, where concepts such as xing %, li B, and ti f% are used freely to

11 The second volume, covering P.2501-2999, has not been published yet.

12 The facsimile edition of the St. Petersburg manuscripts (Menshikov & Qian 1992-) unfortunately does not include a
catalog.

13 For an overview of the other texts related to the “Northern School” found at Dunhuang (e.g. the fTEIFﬁ, dA B M
i 3 1 P (S.5533, P.2799, P.3922 et al.) or the = 4 1 ]= (S.2503(1), P.2270(1) et al.)) see Huang (2008,

Appendix 1).
14 For a sophisticated, detailed treatment of competing narratives see Adamek (2007, esp. Ch.5).
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describe ultimate reality, and in this they go beyond the more carefully differentiating positions
found in Tiantai and Huayan. The idea that there is a true nature within us that can and should be
discovered is fundamental to all our four texts.

Also, the self-awareness of an independent tradition that relies not on scriptural knowledge, but on
a special teacher-student transmission is already evident in these early texts. This figure of thought,
that something essential is passed from teacher to student, or at least that the teacher is somehow
instrumental for verifying and confirming the student’s insight, might have been inspired by
esoteric Buddhism, which arrived at China around the time our four texts were written. Contrary to
the teachings of the esoteric schools, however, Chan preferred to frame the content of its
transmission as ineffable, not as secret.

In this way, although in the end Chan in East Asia settled on a different narrative of its origin and on
somewhat different modes of practice, these early texts of the “northern school” display important
doctrinal features that have remained fundamental to Chan into the second millennium. "

The modern rediscovery of the texts and the realization of their importance for the history of Chan
is due to Yabuki Keiki’s K"k BF#f research in London in 1916 and 1923. Yabuki was able to take
photographs of some manuscripts and these were used to edit the Lenggie shizi ji, the Chuan fabao ji,
and the Guanxin lun for Taisho volume 85, which was published in 1932." Of the Xiuxin yao lun and the
Guanxin lun a version had also been preserved in Korea and Japan, but this was virtually unknown in
China. It was their inclusion in the Japanese canonical collections of the early 20" century, especially
the Taisho volume on Dunhuang manuscripts which had been identified by Yabuki and others, that
brought the Dunhuang Chan texts to wider attention. Better images and editions of all texts were
produced successively over the following decades. The editions were usually based on facsimile
reproductions, because editors only rarely were able to consult all originals directly.

In Volume 1 of our edition we offer images and diplomatic transcriptions from manuscripts of the
Pelliot and the Stein collection, both of which have clear usage and reproduction policies. Moreover,
we received permission from the Rytkoku Library to reproduce an important witness (R. 122) for the
Xiuxin yao lun and the Guanxin lun. All witnesses, including manuscripts from other collections which
are not included in Volume 1, were used for the aligned and annotated edition in Volume 2, some of
them edited in a parallel edition for the first time.

The introductions below are aimed at users of our edition and provide a mere overview of the
witness cluster. To summarize the sizable secondary literature on each text is not possible here, for a
more comprehensive, but still concise, overview one should consult Tanaka & Cheng (2014).

3.1 Lenggie shizi ji #EIfT& 30
Written by the monk Jingjue ¥ % (683-7507) between 713-716, the Lenggie shizi ji “Record of
Teachers and Students of the Lanka(-avatara Sttra)” is based on the now lost Lengjie ren fa zhi f5{lll A

15 For an overview of this and other contributions of Dunhuang manuscripts to Buddhist Studies see Rong (2013: 347 ff).
16 Huang (2008: 16 ff).
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%&by his teacher Xuanze X E& (fl. 645-709)."” The Lenggie shizi ji stands in an intermediary position
between the end of the text-defined schools of earlier Buddhism (Dilun, Shelun etc.) and the
beginning of Chan. As the title shows, it has not yet given up on defining lineage by textual
transmission and consequently starts the narrative of the Chinese patriarchs not with Bodhidharma,
but with Gunabhadra the translator of the Lenggie jing. Then, via Bodhidharma, Huike, Sengcan,
Daoxin and Hongren, the Lenggie shizi ji arrives at Shenxiu as 7%, and Xuanze as the 8" patriarch.

The known witnesses for the Lenggie shizi ji among Dunhuang manuscripts are:

S.2054 (8661 chars™)
P.3294 (811 chars)
P.3436 (10969 chars)
P.3703 (1301 chars)
P.4564 (97 chars)
BD.9933V (34 chars)
BD.9934V (9 chars)
BD.10428 (48 chars)
BD.11884V (109 chars)
Dh.1728 + P.3537 + S.4272 (fragments from the same ms) (100 + 1358 + 1419 chars)
Dh.5464 + Dh.5466 (fragments from the same ms) (631 chars)
Dh.18947 + Dh.8300 (fragments from the same ms) (22 chars)

A Tibetan translation of the Lenggie shizi ji survives in the manuscripts S. Tib. 704 and S. Tib. 710(2)."”

As one can see from the character count the most complete witnesses by far are P.3436 and S.2054.
Yanagida (1971), improving on previous editions such as Shinohara (1954), is to date the most
authoritatively annotated edition of the Lenggie shizi ji, and was done on the basis of most of the
above witnesses. The Beijing and St. Petersburg manuscripts are merely short fragments of a few
characters each. The few characters of Dh.18947 and Dh.8300 are remains of the same manuscript
and have been combined in Volume 2 (Lenggie shizi ji Sec.19) under the label Dh.18947. Dh.5464 +
Dh.5466 comprise the upper (Dh.5464) and lower (Dh.5466) part of a 27-line long fragment. In the
facsimile published in Menshikov & Qian (1992, Vol.12: 148), the two halves of the manuscript have
been joined under the label Dh.5464, and in the digital version available through IDP they are

17 The best translation of the Lenggie shizi ji in a Western language is Faure (1989), who makes full use of Yanagida
(1971). For an overview of the findings of Yanagida, McRae and Faure regarding the Northern School of Buddhism in
English see Faure (1997), in Chinese see Huang (2008). We have another short text by Jingjue from Dunhuang, a
commentary on the Heart Sutra, the Zhu Bannuoboluoduo xinjing = 4&+' % 53 %5 (S. 4556).

18 These algorithmic character counts are derived from the diplomatic transcription. Illegible text, deleted text
(whether legible or illegible), scribal notes, spaces and punctuation are not counted. Interlinear substitutions,
damaged text where legible, and manuscript specific punctuation markers such as the kaeriten L or abbreviation
characters, are counted.

19 The Tibetan text has been edited in Drikung Kyabgon (2010).
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presented in one single file. Thus Dh.5466 has effectively been merged into Dh.5464.

The important witness S.2054 was first digitized by the British Library in 2015 as part of our project.
S.2054 was the basis for the Taisho edition, but is only the second most complete witness with much
of the latter part of the text missing. The microfilm of the dense and calligraphic S.2054 is very hard
to read and the printed version in Huang (1981) for the most part illegible. The new, expertly
produced image, for the first time made available here, is the best facsimile of the manuscript
currently available. The digital file is also distributed via the IDP website.

3.2 Chuan fabao ji {HEEHC

This short treatise, the “Ordered Record of the Transmission of the Dharma Jewel”, was written
between 716 and 730 by the lay man Du Fei #LJii.”° Du Fei was a student of Hongren’s student Faru
0 (638-689). The Chuan fabao ji accordingly records a line of transmission from Bodhidharma to
Shenxiu (via Huike, Sengcan, Daoxin, Hongren, and Faru). It is one of the earliest records for the
Northern School of Chan and with the insertion of the little known Faru an example for yet another
competing narrative for the early Chan lineage.

There are four manuscript witnesses of the Chuan fabao ji:

S.10484 (22 chars)
P.2634 (1036 chars)
P.3664 (=P.3559) (4052 chars)
P.3858 (431 chars)

S.10484 is a short fragment of only 22 characters, that was first identified in Rong (1997). P.3664 is
the most complete manuscript, but was not known to the editors of the Taisho, who based their
edition (T.2838.85.2191a-c) on photos taken of P.2634. Because of this, the Taishd version of the
Chuan fabao ji is relatively useless, because it only contains the first fourth of the text.* In 1936,
Kichiré Kanda ffifH=—EB discovered the complete text in Paris. It was preserved as part of a longer
scroll in the Pelliot Collection, then still numbered P.3559. Subsequently, photos of P.3664 /P.3559
were published in Japan in 1942 by Ishii Mitsuo 3} ¢k, and a first comparative edition was
published the following year by Shiraishi Kogetsu 11/ H.”

P.3559 and P.3664 are two fragments of the same scroll. Originally cataloged as two items, they are
now joined together and numbered 3664 in the Pelliot Catalog. The Chuan fabao ji witness (at lines
501-664) is now better referred to as P.3664, because P.3559 has ceased to exist as an independent
manuscript. P.3664, now restored as a long scroll of 43 sheets (35.5 cm on 40.3 cm), contains twelve

20 On his identity see Chen (1986).

21 As the second volume of the Pelliot-Catalog is not yet published, no comprehensive diplomatic description of the Ms
is available. The digital facsimile distributed by the BnF and the IDP show a short scroll about 30 cm high. The
writing is clearly readable. There is some damage to the paper and most of the text is lost, the remainder consists of
53 lines a 21-24 characters.

22 References see Tanaka & Cheng (2014; 22).
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different texts on its recto side, and financial and corvee records on verso. According to the Pelliot
Catalog the Chuan fabao ji is the fifth text on the scroll. It follows a biography of Shenxiu that in turn
is appended to Hongren’s Xiuxin yaolun (see below). The Chuan fabao ji is followed by another early
Chan text, the Xiande jiyu shuangfengshanta getan xuanli o1& 2 8 21 L1IE %538 2 B, which preserves
the sayings of twelve different masters including Shenxiu. Especially the Chuan fabao ji part of scroll
P.3664 was read intensively and at least two readers of the manuscript left punctuation marks. The
first in red (zhubi k%) and the second with a kind of bleach that was normally used to make
corrections, probably based on arsenic sulfide (cihuang W 7%, orpiment). The punctuation and
especially the corrections give a good insight in how the texts were parsed by medieval readers. The
red hand was punctuating quickly and often corrected its own hasty errors by trying to smudge out
a wrongly placed dot. The white hand appears to use the previous marks of the red hand, but adds
its own more detailed punctuation in between and sometimes on top of the red marks. In the
diplomatic transcription in Volume 1 the difference between the two hands is not expressed, we add
a mark wherever either the red or the white hand made it.

Like with the Lenggqie shizi ji, the authoritative edition of the Chuan fabao ji is Yanagida (1971).

3.3 Xiuxin yao lun 8.0 E i

Attributed to Hongren 54 (602-675), the 5th patriarch, the Xiuxin yao lun, the “Treatise of the
Essentials of Cultivating the Mind”, was probably recorded by a first generation student of Hongren.
It is a practice oriented text that reflects aspects of how Hongren himself and his circle described
meditative practice. A characteristic concept of the Xiuxin yao lun is shouxin ~f.C» (alt. shou zhenxin ~f
ELL or shou benzhen ~f A EL), but there are a number of other interesting features.”

The known manuscript witnesses of the Xiuxin yao lun are:*

S.2669v (3153 chars)
S.3558 (1160 chars)
S.4064 (3126 chars)
S.6159 (200 chars)
P.3434 (3137 chars)
P.3664 (=P.3559) (3069 chars)
P.3777 (3168 chars)
R.122 (= Rytkoku Library SE& KE2REZiAfL 122) (3539 chars)
Ky6u 395 (= Kyou shooku AN 2 Ms. 395 No. 4) (2532 chars)
BD.204 (3011 chars)
BD.8475 (22 chars)
Dh.649v (19 chars)

23 For instance that beginning meditators are recommended to follow a meditation instruction from the Wuliangshou

guan jing = BV 285, a Pure Land sutra, or the injunction to avoid a “blank mind” (wujixin %T'\F,;c"‘u‘).
24 See McRae (1986: 309-310) for an overview of the history of their discovery.
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Dh.2006B+ Dh.1996B (fragments from the same ms) (38 chars)
Dh.5955 (440 chars)

A printed version of the Xiuxin yao lun was known in Korea and Japan under the title Zuishangsheng
lun % b3, This was included in the Manji nihon zokuzokyd K H AR (1905-1912: Section 2,
Vol. 15-5) and later deemed important enough to be included in the Taishé Canon (Vol. 48, No. 2011).
According to Ono (Vol. 4: 34d) the earliest known print version is the Choson dynasty Anshim
Temple edition AfiF % 0SFAS of 1570. From this derive a number of reprints made in Korea and Japan.
In the annotation in our Volume 2 the early print editions are represented by the one included in the
Sonmun ch’'waryo M #x% as reprinted by Yanagida (1974). The Sonmun ch’waryo was probably
compiled by Kydnghd Sdngu il % f* (1849-1912) and contains 15 texts by Chinese and Korean

authors on Chan practice.” We reference the early print versions throughout in the annotation of
Volume 2, but limit our edition to the Dunhuang witnesses.

S.2669v, S.4064, P.3434, P.3664, P.3777, BD.204, and R.122 are all fairly complete witnesses of the text.
Two comprehensive editions of the Xiuxin yao lun so far were done by McRae (1986: 424 ff) and
Tanaka (2009a). Neither, however, was able to consult the only recently published manuscript Kyou
395, the shorter fragments from St. Petersburg, and BD.8475. Kydu 395 is edited here for the first
time from the facsimiles published by the Takeda Science Foundation (2009 Vol.5, pp. 210-213). It
preserves about 80% of the text, the last section is missing. The edition presented in Volume 2
comprises all witnesses listed above. In Volume 1, as with the other texts, only the Stein, Pelliot, and
Rytkoku Library manuscripts are used, Kyou 395 and other facsimiles could not be included due to
rights issues.

The few characters of Dh.2006B and Dh.1996B which are remains of the same manuscript have been
combined in the same file and appear in Volume 2 under the label Dh.2006B (Vol.2 Xiuxin yao lun,
Sec. 5).

3.4 Guanxin lun BUL 3R

In the 20" century it was still debated whether the Guanxin lun should be attributed to the patriarch
of the Northern Chan School, Shenxiu #1175 (605-706), or to Bodhidharma. The evidence available
today suggests an attribution to Shenxiu and the text was therefore probably written in the time
between c. 680 to 706.”

Like with the Xiuxin yao lun, the transmission history of the Guanxin lun is complex, in part due to its
popularity. Similar to the Xiuxin yao lun the Guanxin lun is structured as a series of questions and
answers. While the Xiuxin yao lun focuses on the nature and function of the mind in relationship to
practice, the Guanxin lun re-interprets a wide range of concrete devotional practices, such as incense

25 Ono (1933: Vol. 6: 403d) gives Hyujong [’ﬁ?ﬁ (1520-1604), better known as Sdsan Taesa 11 [ H, as the compiler.
26 The sources for the authorship of the Guanxin lun are compared in Huang (2008: 82, Tab.20).
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burning, or the offering of oil-lamps or flowers, by casting them as mere metaphors for more
fundamental, mind-based practices. Versions of the text sometimes titled (Guanxin) Poxiang lun
(#1.0)) B 4H 5w have been preserved in Korea and Japan. It took time for scholarship to establish the
exact relationship of the Poxiang lun stemma with the Dunhuang Guanxin lun. It has not helped that
there is another, earlier work also titled Guanxin lun (T. 1920) by the famous Zhiyi &' (538-597),
which is a completely different text.

To date there are eight known Dunhuang witnesses for the Guanxin lun:

S.646 (345 chars)

S.2595 (3835 chars)
S.5532 (3148 chars)
P.2460v (4193 chars)
P.2657 (2646 chars)
P.4646 (4324 chars)
P.4745v (236 chars)

R.122 (= Ryukoku Library SE KELE AL 122) (4261 chars)

There are two Japanese manuscripts of the Guanxin lun from the 13™ century, the earliest extant
Korean print version appeared in the 16" century.” In the Taishd the Guanxin lun is represented
twice: under the title Poxiang lun as text No. 2 in the Shaoshi liu men /> =75 (T.2009), and as
Guanxin lun (T.2833) edited from S.2595. Like with the Xiuxin yao lun, we reference the early print
versions throughout the annotation in Volume 2.

The fragment P.4745v, which preserves 12 lines from the Guanxin lun, is not listed in Tanaka & Cheng
(2014), a reminder that even the most advanced tools do not capture all information on any one
cluster. The first parallel edition was attempted by D.T. Suzuki (Suzuki 1935 & 1936), but of the
Dunhuang witnesses he was only able to consult R.122 and S.2595; the former directly, the latter via
T.2833. The first comprehensive parallel edition based on Dunhuang manuscripts was produced by
Nishiguchi (1996), who compared seven witnesses (the above without P.4745v). Tanaka (2009b) is
another careful, synthetic critical edition of the same seven witnesses with a modern Japanese
translation.

4. Editing the Manuscripts

In creating an edition from multiple manuscript witnesses of a text, editors have to make choices as
to how to treat the differences between witnesses. A base text edition, like the Taisho canon,
identifies one witness as basic reference version, and presents deviations in an apparatus of some
sort. Critical editions also often use a base manuscript, but here the editor generally emends

27 Reprinted in Kim (1933).
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passages on the basis of a collation of all available witnesses. This results in a “reading text,” a
version of the text which is artificial in the sense that it has never existed before. Different from
critical editions which attempt to resolve differences by suggesting a “best” reading for a variation,
parallel editions align multiple versions of a text in a way that invites users to compare the
witnesses themselves.

Digital editions allow for different outputs. Thus the different print views of the text presented here
- as diplomatic transcription in Volume 1, and as parallel, normalized edition in Volume 2 - are
produced from the same digital master, which might be presented online as an HTML file, or
archived as a collection of XML files.

In the past, different editors have opted for different strategies to present the text, sometimes even
the same editor produced different editions of a single text. Yanagida Seizan, for instance, first
published a critical, punctuated and annotated edition of the Chuan fabao ji and the preface to the
Lenggie shizi ji as part of his seminal work on early Chan texts (1967).” This was followed in 1971 by a
slightly modified re-edition of the Chuan fabao ji and a complete edition of the Lenggie shizi ji in the
authoritative Zen no Goroku series.

In his 1967 edition Yanagida included an apparatus, where he records significant variations between
manuscripts (marked by a line to the left of the character | 7). Also included in the apparatus are the
original character forms for Yanagida’s emendations, which are marked in the main text by a single
line to the right (“7#|). A double line to the right (7||) marks where an emendation is repeated, in
which case the original is not given again in the apparatus.

In the 1971 edition Yanagida greatly expanded the annotation on the contents of the two texts and
presented the texts themselves in three different ways: in (punctuated) Chinese, in the traditional
Japanese reading of Chinese (yomikudashibun &Il & & L 3 ), and finally in modern Japanese
translation. Neither the apparatus for the Chuan fabao ji or the Lengqie shizi ji preface were
reproduced however. Also, in the “Chinese” text the characters were now regularized to the
Japanese standard form (ms. # becomes 3%, etc.). While Yanagida’s emendations were clearly
marked in the 1967 edition, they were left unmarked in the 1971 edition of the text (for instance j&
— F| or f — M atP. 3664, 1. 516). With this Yanagida has produced a critical synthetic edition,
choosing from the different witnesses what he considered the best reading, silently normalizing and
at times emending the text.

Yanagida’s annotations on the content of the texts are unsurpassed and we do not attempt to
reproduce his copious notes here. Only on rare occasions were we able to improve on Yanagida’s
reading. Below are a few examples to show some of the differences in our approach to variants and
punctuation:
a) In describing Bodhidharma’s coming to China, both P.3664, 1.516 and P.2634, 1.19 have &
It 1%, which Yanagida reads as #F| It +- %, based on the homophony of dao & and . It
seems, however, better here to read ddo i# as an often attested variant for &, resulting in s

28 Yanagida (1967 [2000]), pp. 559-593 (Chuan fabao ji), pp. 625-637 (Lenggqie shizi ji preface).
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b) Describing Huike’s studies the Chuan fabao ji has 7N +4EEhERIMTF O BRI ANFI I KA S -
(at P.3664, 1.557). The + is an obvious error that can be elided.” Then Yanagida

punctuates

CNEERER, RSO B, MR, KRS . We prefer to take the passage as /NAEEIR, 11

OB, kg, BHS.

¢) In a poetic passage from the stlpa inscription for Shenxiu quoted in the Chuan fabao ji (at
P.3664, 1.660) the text has FHZEHEFR I JERI 1% /7. Yanagida (1971: 426) reads kong 1% as 2¢
arriving at “FEH DI L TX O B2 L < f# L .” It is probably better, however, to
retain the #¥ since it denotes the chamber beneath a stiipa where the urn is buried. The
meaning is therefore not only that “merely the tree of enlightenment now lonely remains (i
B DAKRILIZF ML < TH > T (ibid. 429)).” In a double entendre the passage seems to say
that after the death of the teacher, the tree, i.e. his enlightenment and the shelter he was for
his students, is now merely present in the stiipa. A third layer too is only accessible when the
PE (now as gidng) is retained. It is based on the meaning of “hollow stem” (gidng ) used as
percussion instrument: only the hollow stem of the tree of enlightenment remains (after the
death of the teacher).” Thus, the “regularization” of ¥ to ¢ reduces the semantic richness
of the text and should be avoided.

Some differences between Yanagida’s text and our choices for the standardization of characters are
due to differences between the modern Chinese and Japanese usage of characters. Thus, & is
generally used interchangeably with £ in our manuscripts. In Volume 2, we normalize & to Z,
where the word means “intelligent/intelligence”, because for modern Chinese readers the semantics
of H are towards “favor” or “benefit.” Yanagida prefers to keep H (in the form #) because in
modern Japanese this form has become the standard for the 2 /& /% cluster.

Now and then we were able to offer a solution to problems that previous editors left unresolved.

The Chuan fabao ji, for instance, illustrates a favorite move of Chan historiographers - a written
statement against the authority of writing. Its author, Du Fei emphasizes the importance of lineage
as direct transmission from teacher to student, and contrasts this with mere book-learning: “If one
relies on written instructions in pretty books, in the end one merely drifts hither and thither and

becomes confused.”!

29 Apart from it being impossible (in the previous sentence Huike is said to be forty, so could not have practiced for 60
years), there is evidence from the Xu gaoseng zhuan 5 M IFF? fir saying that Huike practiced for six years before his
crisis (T.50.2060.552a).

30 The highly charged semantics here are not surprising. The author of the stiipa inscription was Zhang Yue (667-731),
an deeply erudite politician, scholar and lay-Buddhist, who passed the imperial examination 702 CE with the highest
marks of his cohort.

31 F MR AR P 3664, 1. 526.
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At the same time, however, Du insists that this, essentially private, transmission, nevertheless needs
a public record to preserve the succession of teachers for posterity. At P.3664, 1.533f we find this
passage: [5E [t 2 B LA KUK 35 7 R Ik 4T TR NS, which could mean something like: “[Some
former teachers’] numinous traces have not been heard and [they] were thus were omitted [from
the record]. This [saddens me and] I [Du Fei] dab my face with my sleeve, unable to wipe away the
glint of my tears.””

The “glint Jti% [of tears?]” is a strange phrase. Yanagida (1971: 347f) already suspected a problem
with the text here, which he marks with a rare question mark. Indeed, probably both manuscript
witnesses for this passage are corrupt. The preceding words X #£41fi “wiping one’s sleeve to dab
[the tears off] one’s face” appear in the Gongyang zhuan /2 *¢{% and in the Kongzi jiayu fL1-5<:k. The
phrase is mentioned by Du Yu #L:7H (222-285) who wrote an influential commentary on the Zuo
zhuan®, which was later glossed by Kong Yingda fLE ¥ (574-648).

Considering Kong’s discussion of the editorial policy of the Zuo Zhuan /1%, a reading of # T #t4t
[fi1 Sefk A instead of M4 II, JEIE NI for the passage in the Chuan fabaoji is likely. Such a
reading would result in: “Their wonderful actions remained unknown and were thus omitted [from
the record], just like early Confucian scholars [like Zuo Qiuming, the author of the Zuo zhuan] did not
include [the story of Confucius, who] ‘Dabbed his face with his sleeve’ [after seeing the lin-unicorn].”
The story of the unicorn’s appearance marks the end of the Chungiu. With regard to it, the Zuo zhuan
merely comments that Confucius identified the mythical animal as a lin, but the Gongyang zhuan and
the popular Kongzi jiayu, elaborate on the story. In their telling Confucius cries over the dead or hurt
unicorn dabbing his face (& #t#1fi) and predicting the end of his Way. In the Zuo zhuan the sage
ends his life not in despair, but in quiet seclusion.* Du Yu and Kong Yingda here argue that the Zuo
zhuan does not include the story of Confucius’ tears for lack of evidence. They believe the author(s)
of the Zuo zhuan did not deem the story credible.

The ending of the Chungiu is a prominent passage, and Du Yu’s commentary (with Kong Yingda’s
sub-commentary) was well distributed. Kong Yingda’s edition of the classics became authoritative
for centuries to come. No doubt someone like Du Fei, who was interested in history and
historiography, would have read the seminal commentary by Du Yu and Kong Yingda on the Zuo
zhuan. 1t is therefore likely that the passage, which both manuscripts have as Jti# A~ 1Y, should be
read as Jcfii N instead.

Thus, in the end, it was not that Du Fei cried because some Chan masters stayed in hiding, but
instead the passage was a statement about his editorial attitude: he did not include legends about
the lesser known Chan masters, just as the Zuo zhuan did not mention the story of Confucius crying,
because there was no credible evidence. The corruption of the passage is indeed ironic: a statement
asserting editorial rigor is turned into an emotional response to the vicissitudes of transmission. In a
way, of course, this proves Du’s point about the unreliability of written records, though probably not
in the way he had hoped.

32 Cf. McRae (1986: 258).

33 Chungiu Zuo zhuan xu ZF‘T%F*: @A in Zuo zhuan zhushu xu * {fy= 47, Wenyuange Sikuquanshu Edition ¥ iif#] (P4 =
i) A Vol. 143, p. 37b.

34 Ibid. Vol.143, p.36a.
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5. Remarks on Volume 1 “Facsimiles and Diplomatic Transcription”

Regarding the facsimile in Volume 1, we were able to arrange reproduction rights from the Stein and
Pelliot collections. Moreover, the Rytikoku Library in Kyoto has kindly granted us permission to use
images of the important manuscript Ryiikoku 122, which contains the Xiuxin yao lun and the Guanxin
lun. Due to rights issues, Volume 1 does not include facsimiles from the Beijing and St. Petersburg
collections. The texts of these witnesses, however, are included in the parallel edition in Volume 2.
The facsimiles” main role in this edition is to help beginners to practice reading and transcribing
handwriting. In a classroom setting the lower half of the page could, e.g., be covered with a sheet of
paper for a handwritten transcription exercise. Obviously, some manuscripts are easier to read than
others. While the Lenggie shizi ji witness P.3294 is accessible to anyone who reads Chinese, the more
cursive hand of $.2054 might take a while to get used to.

Transcription is a fundamental problem in the edition of manuscripts and epigraphy. In order to
achieve an edition, whether critical-synthetic or parallel, that advances on the facsimile, the writing
must be transcribed into the standardized type-face of print. Transcription always involves
standardization. But how far can we, and how far should we standardize when representing the
written word in a digital environment?

In a digital environment the kind of standardization that is involved in transcription is predicated by
the Unicode standard, which since its inception in 1991 has come to define the representation of
writing systems on the computer. Unicode Version 9 (2016) contains 128,237 codepoints
representing the writing symbols of 135 scripts. The majority of codepoints, c. 82,000, is used to
encode CJK(V) Ideographs. In our diplomatic transcriptions we have made a strong effort to use the
full range of Unicode, including the rare characters in the Extensions B, C, and D.” This will not
make a difference for the user of the printed version, but for the electronic version expressing
characters “as seen” by using the extended Unicode range allows for better analysis.” For some 2400
character variations we were unable to identify a glyph in Unicode and had to create our own
characters. This was done in SVG, which was then converted into Adobe Illustrator Artwork files (.ai)
for inclusion into PDF, and into PNG files for online display. As with all other source material for this

35 Ext. E and F characters (the latter only published Sept 2017, shortly before this volume went to print) could only be
added to the digital edition after the publication of the print version. The reason being that InDesign CS 6.0 which
we use as a middle ware between the TEI/XML master and the pre-print PDF version does not support Ext.s E and F.
Working with rare CKJV Unicode characters has been greatly helped by the development of the Hanazono Minché
(HanaMin) font suite (http://fonts.jp/hanazono/) which is the only font to date that has fully implemented
Extensions B-F.

36 One can imagine e.g. trying to date manuscripts by their character forms, or identifying scribal hands. Character
variation modeled digitally in detail, might also allow to help with research into the stemmatic relationship between

manuscripts.
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edition the fonted characters are made available under a CC license.

In principle, the diplomatic transcription identifies encodings that allow one to output the text as
closely to the original appearance as possible. This comes with a number of problems, both practical
and theoretical. For instance, character sets (in any encoding) force distinctions that do not exist in
handwriting. The difference between ri H and yue H, for example, is expected by the modern
reader, and the characters are defined as different codepoints in Unicode, but the slight distinction
in width was never consistently realized in handwriting. Readers in the manuscript age were used to
understanding the glyph based on context. If a transcriber was forced to record every glyph as it
appears to her based on width, a narrow written yue Fl might become encoded as ri H. This would
introduce distinctions in the transcription which were neither apparent to the readers of the
manuscript nor intended by its scribe. In the case of H / E we must therefore transcribe the
character as the context requires. A fully accurate transcription would require a Unicode character
that does not exist: a rectangle with a horizontal line inside that can mean either H or H. The same
is true for the cluster si &£, ji .l and yi E. The difference between the glyphs is often blurred in
handwriting, but must necessarily be decided when transcribing the text.

In Chinese manuscript culture character variation is widespread. This freedom was to a degree
carried over into woodblock printing, which of course still relied on handwriting in the production
process. A clerical writing style, with standardized character forms and layout, was available both in
manuscript and print and could optionally be employed. It was mainly the arrival of movable type
printing and compulsory education, however, that brought the present degree of normalization to
character forms. With the use of type readers got used to seeing identical copies of a character
variant again and again on the same page, and came to expect certain variants in certain type-faces.
The accustomization to a regular type-face increased in a feedback loop with the education system.
Compulsory education reinforced the trend to disallow certain variants by setting orthographic
standards. Thus printing technology and general education resulted in a high degree of conformity
in writing characters. It seems likely that computerized writing will continue this trend as input
methods often limit the range of variants that can be used. Limited by input methods and fonts,
there is little room for the playful use of variants.

However, it does not have to be that way. One aim of this project is trying to see how far the original
range of variation in handwriting can be preserved in a digital environment. There is no intrinsic
need for digital editions to follow the trend to simplification and standardization that came with
print and general literacy. In a digital edition we can add any amount of information to any
character or arbitrary unit. This allows analysis and presentation of the text to be as sophisticated or
simple as we like.

From this perspective the diplomatic transcription in Volume 1 pushes back against a trend of
leveling character variation in the digitizing of classical texts. It should, however, also be seen as an
experiment in character encoding rather than as proposing one single correct solution. Which
digital variation to choose for the calligraphic instance is often a matter of interpretation that leaves
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leeway for other solutions. We are aware that in some cases readers will disagree with our choice of
variant for the transcription and we encourage them to find a better one. Still, if only for
pedagogical reasons, help with the transcription seemed appropriate. As part of a classroom
environment, trying to improve on the transcription will familiarize students with the Unicode
character set, which today should be part of a training in paleography. How to look-up and input
rare Unicode characters, and how to deal with non-Unicode or unfonted variants is part of a skill-set
that editors will have to acquire when working with computers. Especially the Unicode Ideographic
Variation Database, which is still under development, deserves attention.”

As to the print output in Volume 1, at times the exact glyph of the character cannot be distinguished
clearly (e.g. in the case of partially damaged characters), but the character is still recognizable
contextually and with the help of other witnesses. In such cases we can only give a normalized form
in Volume 1. In contrast, in Volume 2 regularization was applied to all variant characters.

In both Volume 1 and 2, we use the empty square [] to denote characters missing in the manuscript.
If the exact number of lost characters (e.g. P. 2634, lines 48-52) cannot be determined from the
manuscript itself, the number of empty squares is inferred from other versions of the text. A
classroom exercise might be to have participants find the missing characters based on other
witnesses. All partially damaged or unclear characters appear in regularized form in Volume 1,
because there is not enough information on stroke number and structure to decide on a variant.
Volume 1 preserves punctuation found in the manuscript, Volume 2 presents the texts in our own
punctuation. Manuscripts consist of sheets that are glued together. The transitions between sheets
are marked with a double red line in Volume 1, they are not indicated in Volume 2.

6. Remarks on Volume 2 “A Parallel, Punctuated and Annotated Edition”

A parallel and regularized view of the digital text lets readers conveniently compare different
witnesses. Such a view of the text differs from critical editions which aim at producing a “best text.”
The attempt to provide a synthetic “best text” is the successor to the edition practices that tried to
arrive at an authentic Ur-text, a major concern for 19" century philology. Though in many ways
useful, the synthetic approach invariably creates a text that has never existed.”® The “best text” is

37 At http://www.unicode.org/reports/tr37/ (June 2017). The IVD variant collections contain some of the variants we
have identified (e.g. variant for £ at P-2324-0017r which is A04056-005 as well as IVS (toki-01087860) (=u8eab-
1e0102)). We have included these as part of the glyph information in the header, but considering the (as of Sept
2016) four IVS collections are still recent, relatively modest in size and not yet widely used, we work mainly with
Ministry of Education variant numbers. These, however, come with their own limitations. The dataset is among the
best researched, but it is not published in anything approaching an open format and there is no APIL For now we are
left to trust the MoE to keep the data and the identifiers available. As the Unicode IVD spec points out: “In the case of
Han and other ideographs, it is impossible to build a single collection of variation sequences that can satisfy all the
needs of the users.”

38 For a critique of the critical edition from a comparative perspective based in Chinese textual studies see Cherniack
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cobbled together from different witnesses and although it makes for convenient reading, it is a
rather one-dimensional representation of the many layered whole of the cluster that is the text. The
readability comes at a price: beneath the surface lurk ambiguities that are obscured by the selection
of the best witness for a passage. At times, however, it is simply not possible to be certain of what
constitutes the “better” reading out of two or more alternatives. In such cases to understand the
text means to be aware of multiple solutions for a single passage.

We wanted to give beginning readers of manuscripts a way to experience the complexity of textual
variation, where differences between the witnesses are not resolved “behind the scenes.” Therefore
we have opted, in Volume 2, for a regularized, parallel edition that juxtaposes all witnesses of the
text.” The parallel edition presents the witnesses in regularized form, so that users of the edition
can focus on the content without being distracted by character variation.

“Regularization”, “Standardization”, or “Normalization” beyond that forced by transcription (see
above), is a problematic concept in the edition of classical Chinese texts and a complex task for
editors. The underlying problem is that there is no “correct” form of a character. Every single CJKV
ideograph is graphically, phonetically and semantically multi valent. Apart from the complexity of
variations in their graphic form, the phonetic and semantic values of a character stand in a
diachronic relationship with the language environment in which they are used. Form, pronunciation
and semantics of CJKV characters are dependent on the surrounding text as well as the wider
context of period, place, genre and audience. Orthography therefore is always contingent. With
regard to character form, at least since the Tang, lexicographers have recognized that different
character forms were used according to occasion and genre.* Though there were standards for
different occasions such as imperial exams and inscriptions, it was widely acknowledged that
different character forms existed side by side.

In East Asia today, how a “regular” character looks, varies slightly between countries. A “regularized
edition” will look different for a Chinese, Taiwanese or Japanese audience. In China, one must decide
whether regularization means presenting the text in simplified characters. Although hardly any
Chinese scholar would suggest this in the case of a manuscript transcription, simplified characters
have often been used in editions of classical texts and are the default for translations into modern
Chinese. In Japan, editors have to decide whether to opt for character forms that are considered
standard in Japan (& for &, & for %, & for & etc.) like Yanagida did in his 1971 edition of the
Lenggie shizi ji and the Chuan fabao ji. In Taiwan and Hongkong Chinese is generally printed in
traditional characters, but this too leaves considerable room for regularization in the case of

(1994: 7 ff).

39 We are hardly the first to do so. Parallel editions of this kind were pioneered for our texts by Suzuki (1935, 1936). For
the Guanxin lun see Nishiguchi (1996). There are excellent recent editions of early Japanese manuscripts of Gaoseng
zhuan texts (Kokusai Bukkydgaku 2014, 2015), which follow a similar strategy of presenting facsimile with
transcriptions and parallel editions.

40 The Ganlu zishu ~ ?ﬁaﬂ?; by Yan Yuansun #fi7 7 (d. 714) was written partly to give guidance as to what forms to use
in the new civil service examinations. It lists 804 characters in 1656 variant forms. Yan was one of the first to
distinguish between three types of character forms: zheng 1~ *standard” (for the examination essay), tong 3]

“common” and su {5 “unrefined”. This typology was later widely used in traditional lexicography.
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manuscripts as we will see below.

The basic question of normalization is how to decide on the preferred character form. Conceptually,
there is no “unified field theory” for how to define the relationship between characters within a
variation cluster. In a descriptive attempt to arrive at a typology of differences in Dunhuang
documents Huang (2002: 37-58) offers an array of distinctions which include:

Usage (“Standard/Proper” 1E5# vs. “Common/Informal” {4-¢)
Complexity (“Simplified” fEi#f#= vs. “Elaborate” %)

Diachrony (“Ancient” % vs. “Contemporary” %)

Calligraphic style (“Cursive” #i°7 vs. “Clerical” #7 vs. “Standard” #4)
Use of taboo characters g4k~

Homophony (same vowel, rhyme group, ending etc.)

Synonymy (close and partial)

Errors (confusion because of glyphs-form, homophony, or meaning)

Unfortunately, variation is often ambiguous both within and between such parameters and any
attempt at regularization is bound to be a compromise. Since this project was based in Taiwan we
follow the reading habits of a Taiwanese audience. We have oriented our choices on a
comprehensive Taiwanese database of variant character forms - the Dictionary of Chinese Character
Variants maintained by the Taiwanese Ministry of Education.” This database has for some time now
been one of the best places to identify variants that are not, or not yet, included in the Unicode
space.” The results of our efforts to arrive at a balanced and consistent regularization of the text are
documented in the two tables appended to this introduction. Users in doubt about the
standardization of a particular character when comparing the transcription in Volume 1 with the
normalized version in Volume 2 are encouraged to consult these two tables.

The first table (Table 1: Yiti zi ¥ #4“) shows how character variants are mapped to one single
“regular” form. Wherever the semantics allow, we regularize for example:

[, &, &, i, %] — #

[V, ¢, o4, ¥ — 7%

[5F, =%, 4, 4] — %

[T, B8, ] — BH

41 The Jiaoyubu yitizi zidian %“Sﬁij\ TED’ ,E:'?%ﬂ“ﬂ“i[', has been produced in collaboration with National Taiwan University and
is online since 2000. Currently there is an older interface which identifies itself as the 5" edition (2004) containing
106,230 character variants (http://dict.variants.moe.edu.tw/start.htm Feb.2015). A newer search interface has been
made available in 2012 (http://dict2.variants.moe.edu.tw/variants/ Feb.2015). Neither implementation is fully
satisfying. The dataset lacks open access APIs and crucially the public interfaces do not allow searches for character
IDs, which are one of the most valuable aspects of the database.

42 Another dataset that helped with the input is “Master Ideographs Seeker” developed by the Quanziku % "B group,
the Taiwanese Unicode liaison. At http://www.cns11643.gov.tw/ (June 2017).
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[E$] — £.

The second table appended below (Table 2: Tongjia zi & ffz °7) deals with a type of variation called

9743 Hel”e

tongjia zi 38 ik “¥- sometimes translated as “loangraphs” (Qiu 2000: Ch.9) or “phonetic loans.
homophones or near homophones are used interchangeably in a way that is unfamiliar to the
modern reader. Based on our schooling, modern readers generally would identify this type of
variation as mistakes. 1 and %k, for instance, are not considered variants today, but are often used
interchangeably in our corpus.™ Other examples in our corpus include wu ¥ and wu 7, or hé fi] and
hé 7.” For a comprehensive list of repeated loan characters in our corpus with examples see Table 2.
In a normalized edition tongjia zi should be given in the form that is currently considered standard, if
the aim is to make the text better readable and comparable.* Whether a character substitution is a
scribal error or a phonetic loan is often not easy to decide. As a rule, if the pair is listed in one of the
two largest tongjia zi dictionaries (Wang (2008), Feng & Deng (2006)), we consider it a case of tongjia zi
and transcribe the form as found in the manuscript in Volume 1, while providing what today is
considered the “regular” character in the parallel edition in Volume 2.”

7. Technical Guidelines: A TEI-based approach to editing Dunhuang manuscripts

Below we explain how different textual and paratextual phenomena that we encountered in the
manuscripts were treated on a markup and output level. Other solutions, both for the markup as
well as for the output are of course possible, but the below can serve as a guideline for a first basic,
non-genetic edition project for Dunhuang manuscripts.” The genetic dimension of the manuscript,

43 Secondary scholarship has not, to our knowledge, come up with a commonly accepted nomenclature even in
Chinese where this group of character pairs are also called jigjie zi {4 (i 4 or tongjie zi 3 ffi 4. There are various
attempts at taxonomy. Identifying “phonetic loans” so common in manuscript culture (Anderl 2012: 30 ff) is
important e.g. for the analysis of dialects.

44 I — % S-2054r-0299, 1+ — % S-3558r-0079.

45 P4 — 7 at $-2054r-0103 char 16, * — ¥4 at R-0122-16v4 char 9. [ — i at P-3664r-0606-02, and ij' — {f at R-0122-
18v5-12 . We indicate directionality only respective our corpus and what we indicate as a one-directional loan
substitution might exist in reverse somewhere else.

46 There is evidence that already in the Song dynasty readers were confused by phonetic loans and, perhaps under the
pressure of print, many texts were “sanitized”, i.e. phonetic loans replaced with the “regular” form (Anderl 2017:
690).

47 Both Wang (2008) and Feng & Deng (2006) are oriented toward early written Chinese (Pre-Han and Han), where
phonetic loans are pervasive, and older witnesses, such as bone and bronze inscriptions, are unintelligible without
an awareness of phonetic substitution.

48 This is not the first attempt to markup Chan texts from Dunhuang with TEI. Anderl (2012) has previously discussed a
markup design for grammatical analysis. Our design focuses on flexible print output and character variation. Both
projects assume that digital text will become increasingly important for the study of manuscripts as scholars have to
find a common format to exchange their annotation and editions in a digital environment. While we do suggest that
TEI markup is currently the best approach for editing manuscripts, other technologies and strategies also need to be
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i.e. how the manuscript changes/was changed over time, is not addressed in this edition project. The
TEI guidelines (P5, Ver. 3.7.) treat genetic markup in Sec. 11.3.4 “Marking up the Writing Process.”.
When our project was conceived these relatively new mechanisms, were still being discussed by the
community. As a result we do not use tags such as <metamark>, <transpose>, or <mod> etc.

In the tables below the first cell contains the TEI markup, the second an example in facsimile, the
third how the example is rendered in Volume 1, the fourth how it appears in Volume 2.
7.1 Damaged and Unclear Writing

Dunhuang manuscripts have often suffered various degrees of damage that causes characters to be
lost or become illegible. We have identified a few varieties and distinguish them in the output.

7.1.1. Characters are missing due to paper damage KISCERZ & Rk 18T A RE R A

<damage unit="char" [001]0 4. [...][002] 7 [...]

extent="1"/>

N
k]

P-2460v-0001

7.1.2. Characters are partly damaged, but legible on their own. X ZREREE R HREHEAE

Since the exact form of the glyph in such cases cannot be ascertained, the transcription in Volume 1
uses the regularized characters (greyed).

<damage>ffli 4 7f/i</damage> {E I A

e 5

P-3436-0057

considered for the aggregation, maintenance and development of such editions, as well as their integration with
larger corpora of unmarked text (see e.g. Wittern 2015).
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7.1.3. Characters are partly damaged and not legible on their own, but can be ascertained

by context or other witnesses X FREREE v #EH AL ST RRPEH A

This is an intermediate category for cases where the illegibility is due to damage. Only Volume 2
gives a regularized form here based on the visible part and other witnesses.

<unclear reason="damage">5¥

% 7 A

</unclear>

1H

P-3436-0011

7.1.4. Characters are written unclearly, but can be ascertained by context or other

witnesses FZHFA 78 e Bl EA SRR B 5

What is unclear varies subjectively according to the paleographic skills of the reader and the
circumstances of inspection (quality of the facsimile, lighting of the original, the availability of a
magnifying glass, etc.). Nevertheless, manuscript editors need a way to reserve judgment and signal
where they hesitate to make a decision. It is difficult to assess in a general way how much context
and other witnesses contribute to the identification of a character that, by itself, is difficult to read.
The examples below should be understood as representing a spectrum: while the jing ¢ is unclear,
but can be easily understood as part of the word ahanjing %%, the unclear character in the second
example is less easy to determine, at least not in the available facsimile.

<unclear>i&</unclear>

.{)HF&

P-4745-0006

40 AL

<unclear unit="char" extent="1"/>

S oS

P-3703-0011
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7.2 Punctuation and Abbreviation E2E 5% Ba 4 E 5k
The texts contain a number of markers that are added, sometimes by a later hand, to mark

abbreviations, punctuate or reverse character order.

7.2.1 Our punctuation Z~E T AR,

For the parallel edition in Volume 2 we render our own punctuation to the text as part of the
markup process. Punctuation is encoded by <pc> elements (without the RESP attribute). The use of
punctuation marks in modern Mandarin differs slightly between China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong. We
have generally punctuated for a Taiwanese audience, i. e. we distinguish between the enumerating
comma (dunhao #7f) and the clause separating comma (doudian Z%f), use T and 1 as quotation
marks, and mark text titles with € and » etc.

7.2.2 Punctuation in the Manuscript 54t /RJZEFT IR
We indicate punctuation found in the ms in Volume 1, but follow our own conventions in Volume 2.

<pc resp="handPunct">.</pc> % - B S

i =
- - ;‘
t T» /E
& 5
23 A

e 14

P.3664-504

7.2.3 “Deleted Punctuation” Punctuation in the Manuscript 54 il B2 AT E 7F 5%
We record where it appears that early readers of the manuscript have corrected their own

punctuation:
<del resp="hand"><pc R e HEEALAb S, 1
resp="handPunct">.</pc> =3 _\_ﬁ_
</del> 4¥) {
- 5.

>
R
W

P.3664-504
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7.3 Abbreviations and Character Repetitions 24l

Abbreviation marks are transcribed in the diplomatic edition, but resolved (“expanded”) in the
parallel edition. All <expan>sions are regularized. The repetition symbol < is part of Unicode
(“Vertical Ideographic Iteration Mark” U+303B). For another instances of repetition markers in early
Chan texts from Dunhuang see Anderl (2013: 143).

<choice> <abbr> <orig _;:; e 5 o A 3
reg="++++"><g _ -+
ref="#P2634-010- E E
"/>< ig> é
01"/></orig I:IEJ
</ abbr><expan>?[ 3 = ! E%
</expan> </choice> é
P-2634-0010
<choice> <abbr>fi# 3 # ‘l'af | o] o] e ]
< > < > : > <
3 </abbr> <expan>[i@ # ,g'i R
[ < [expan> o i
</choice> P-3664-0511

7.4 Character Variation EE=. BEF

Characters which are not in Unicode are referenced in the Encoding Description that is part of the
TEI metadata header and via this header linked to an image file. In case the non-Unicode character is
listed in the Ministry of Education database (#(& il #Z #5774, http://dict.variants.moe.edu.tw) we
reference the entry via the MoE unique identifiers (e.g. A04441-003). In case the character variant is
not part of that dataset we have created our own identifier, font and image.

<orig reg="[#"><g ﬁ_ - i
ref="#A04441- | B@
" . S-4272-0013
003" /></orig>
[Part of the MoE
Database]
<orig reg="{"><g 2 ﬁ] i,
ref="#54272-005- E I
11"/></orig> S-4272-0005
[Newly created by the
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project]

In the case of characters that are used interchangeably due to homophony or for other reasons

N4

(tongjia zi I8, jiajie zi (BAEF, gujin zi 155, 177 etc.), we have opted for the following:

B Sl

<orig reg=u;!ﬁn>p |</orjg>3f\ }é |—I—_I VPN
& R
P-3434-0079

A list of such loan characters, which are not merely graphical variations, but character substitutions
are listed in Table 2 appended below. It is at times difficult to demarcate this type of variation from
scribal errors.

7.5 Deletions, Additions and Substitutions in the Manuscript B+, HA\MARBHK. WA

Galambos (2013), Anderl (2013), and Ko$a (2013) have already sketched typologies of correction-like
editorial interventions in Dunhuang manuscripts.” Deletions, additions and substitutions are quite
common in our four manuscript clusters. The manuscripts edited here were neither copies of
“canonical” texts such as sutras or classics, nor were they “official” documents, which were
produced with great care. Our early Chan manuscripts were not considered part of the Buddhist
canon, but rather private or perhaps library copies where a few mistakes were no reason to waste
paper by starting over and instead were corrected on the page.

In Chinese manuscript culture deletions could be realized with a number of different marks.
Characters could be circled out, or marked as deleted with the deletion mark | (first example
below), or with three dots to the right (second example below).® We do not distinguish between
these and have not tried to reproduce them. In Volume 1 we indicate deletion simply with a double
strike-through. In Volume 2 the deletion is not indicated at all.

H<del>#</del>7F

[no output in Volume 2]

P-2460-0068v

49 On earlier Chinese typologies of textual errors see Cherniack (1994: 11 ff).
50 Li(2010: 87) suggests that both might have been derived from the character fei 7|
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<del>?(ﬁ i</ del>i ﬁ [no output in Volume 2]
P-4646—08-04r
<del>|</del> » \ [no output in Volume 2]
[The characters is deleted twice. First by g."- i
the three dots to the right then by the red ‘
. Lo P-3777-531
dot. This double deletion is not expressed
in the markup.]

Omitted characters were often inserted next to the line (usually to the right). This is modeled in
Volume 1 as shown below. The character is added in regularized form in Volume 2.

[#-<add place="inline-right"><orig ,{% {& Ay S E
reg=n7>cé:ll><g ref="#A01328- JE& 1‘%

006"/></orig></add>1fi $-4272-0009 (£l

Substitutions combine deletion and addition. Where a wrong character is overwritten we try to
identify the “wrong” character where possible. Where the substitutions were clearly done by a
different hand (e.g. in a different color) we mark this in the XML with the @resp attribute. However,
substitutions by different hands are not distinguished in the output. In more complicated cases we
add a note. For a truly genetic edition TEI offers more detailed mechanisms that might one day
extend the current edition.

<subst><del>= </del><add>F|

A KA

</add></subst>
S-4272-0005
—— -
<subst><del><unclear reason="illegible" b l ; EJ\" TN
unit="char" extent="1"/></del><add>-~ =
S-4272-0021

</add></subst>

<subst><del resp="hand2"><orig F ezl note
reg="[i"><g ref="#A03580-

001"/></orig></del><add resp="hand2"
place="inline-right"><orig reg="+">.

</orig></add></subst>

o !%“\k*‘

— ]
A

=
NG

P-3436-0037
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i¥<orig reg="fl"><g ref="#R0122-
20r309" /></orig><orig type="CJK"

Nt N
T

reg="%">= </orig><subst><del
resp="hand2" rend="redDot">"|

</del><add resp="hand2" rend="red">['|<

/add></subst>

=

o o

. -
w

9" 153

-r |

P-3777-0540

T

%
r7)

N

7T
fil A

2 H+note

Scribes at times mistakenly reverse the order of characters during the process of copying. This is

corrected in the manuscript by the reverse sign (* ) or other marks. Characters marked with reverse

signs are given in the intended order in Volume 2.

<orig reg=""1t1{">{Ii<pc resp="ms"> L

</pc>7\ </orig>

A

Certain types of correction are almost impossible to recognize when working from reproductions.
Scratched out characters (Ko$a, 2013: 110, Galambos 2013: 198), for instance, or characters that were
colored over (Galambos 2013: 201) are hard to discern when not working with the original

manuscript object.

7.6 Our Corrections HEZT1E

Underlining and annotation in Volume 2 alert readers to textual problems that were identified by

later research - in the case of the Guanxin lun and the Xiuxin yao lun often by comparison with the

print stemma.

<choice><sic>k 15
</sic><corr>_ ==
</corr></choice><ptr
target="#n7"/>7 2V

P-2634-0038r

&

==
R

JEHEAHL + note

1 <choice><sic>fi7
</sic><corr>14HE
</corr></choice>Z~<ptr
target="#n17"/>

E
™
|3
2
s S

P.3777-542

HYrRBO | S5

HiEIEZE + note
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7.7 Sheet transition

The start of a new sheet of paper is marked in Volume 1 by two red lines.

<milestone unit="sheet" — 0580 JIMAE
n="P-3777r-20"/><lb ‘b » 580

xml:id="P-3777r-0580" /> 7/ = jj

[l]<orig reg="’ﬁ:"><g )

ref="#P4646- ﬁ% I

Lo,
01r317"/></orig> EJta
P.3777-580

8. Conclusion

The above is a suggestion of how to transparently apply different levels of normalization in the
edition of Chinese manuscripts and how to express textual phenomena in markup. The facsimile
image, the transcription, and the normalized, parallel edition of each witness all have their role to
play, as do the critical editions that others have produced. Ideally, an investigation of manuscripts
would include an examination of the originals, although for most people, most of the time, this will
not be feasible. Other digital editions might design their markup differently, according to their own
needs, but the above can serve as a guideline for beginning projects, working with the digital
facsimile currently available. All is done in the hope that by producing digital editions, scholars can
study manuscript clusters, produce different views of the text, and visualize their efforts creatively

in innovative ways.
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Abbreviations:

BD Beijing Dunhuang = Beijing National Library collection, numbers according to
Ren & Fang (2005-)

Dh (= J1x) Dunhuang = St. Petersburg collection , numbers according to Menshikov
& Qian (1992-)

J Jiaxing zang Edition 578 KHEAS of the Chinese Buddhist canon as contained in
the CBETA corpus HHEF - Bl 17 & 8 1 & R

Kyou Kyou shooku M2 & edition of Dunhuang mss. = Takeda Science Foundation

(2009-2013)

P Pelliot Collection, Bibliotheque Nationale de France

r recto

S Stein collection, British Library

T Taisho Edition of the Chinese Buddhist canon as contained in the CBETA
corpus KR IEHT i AHRASY HH3E e - B 17 2 /e - R

v verso

X Manji Shinsan Zokuzokyé Edition of the Chinese Buddhist canon supplement as

contained in the CBETA corpus ¥ EAERAKED e T b di o & ¥ 1 R}
ZW Zangwai fojiao wenxian Jil M ECER, as contained in the CBETA corpus H#E
St e A - R
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Table 1: Rf¥

In the texts appearing in Volume 2, the variants  |bié fJ]

in the right column are (semi-automatically) bing I

resolved to the character in the left column. The
list contains only Unicode variants we have

identified in our corpus.
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can 3 2,5, ‘1{,5‘%,%,%
can # PELIE
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% 5 jing i RN 24T, 5B
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jia H jum s g U
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que ﬁﬂ &)

qun £

ran - 7

rao & 5
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yi#l i}
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yudn 7# P X

yudn st 7k, 18 15

yuan 3888 23 0, 1T,

yuan L
YUé 5 29
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Table 2: B HFE

This table, sorted by pinyin, shows the loan characters used in our corpus and how they were

resolved in the parallel edition in Volume 2.
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BD0204r-0124-07
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