ONLINE APPENDICES

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF WOLFGANG FRANKE: REVISITING CHINESE TEMPLES IN BANGKOK

Marcus Bingenheimer & Paul McBain

APPENDIX 1: Survey Data (Geo-Referenced Sites Only)"

Nanyang = Nanyang project (https://github.com/nanyang-temples); CSFB = City Planning Department 2559; CGB = Achirat 2565;
PM = Pornpan & Mak 1994 (Appendix 2.2); Ho = Ho 1995; Duan = Duan 1996; Franke = Franke 1998

Nanyang CSFB CSFB CGB PM Duan Franke Ho  Site Name Th. Site Name Ch. Latitude Longitude

Site ID Main Text Appendix No No No No

bt-mb-001 csfb-a001 cgb-027  PM10- AALN WWnLENg (welensiden)  FEHEE HHER. 13.718988  100.558357
10

bt-mb-002 csfb-a002 cgb-111 AR Wolde (PaDuLAY) (FL3) Z Kk B 13.722984  100.555713

bt-mb-003 csfb-a003 cgb-092 AUNAY FUAUY B AL 13.720441  100.572763

bt-mb-004 csfb-a004 cstb-m003 cgb-005 PM10- AALA ualomilen P e 13.721904  100.493022
03

bt-mb-005 csfb-a005 cgb-017 PM11- ANALAN WonIug (MINAu) ey 13.721537  100.492909
21

bt-mb-006 cstb-a006 csftb-m002 cgb-032 PM11- H3s  Aard dnlufls =R = e 13.735127  100.503103
06

bt-mb-007 csfb-a007 cstb-m001 cgb-011 H36 AALE1 Nug (Aufiaidanssen) I 7 it 13.737425  100.500077

bt-mb-008 csfb-a008 cgb-112  PMO09- ANALAN Wolde (Wezliuna) PN 13.736416  100.498781
11

bt-mb-009 csfb-a009  csfb-m004 cgb-120  PM10- anaLd Fuiufe HRE 13.720334  100.493201
08

L For the full dataset, including notes, districts (khet), and deity groups, see the Github repository: https://github.com/nanyang-temples/thailand-public.
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Main Text Appendix No
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cstb-m015 cgb-106
cgb-104
cgb-086
cgb-071
cgb-058
cgb-028
csfb-m016 cgb-001
cgb-007
cstb-m019  cgb-029
cgb-123
cstb-m017 cgb-048
cstb-m018  cgb-077
cstb-m021 cgb-067

PM11-
30

ONLINE APPENDICES

Duan Franke Ho

No

D20

D11

Do7

Do2

Journal of the Siam Society, Vol. 112, Pt. 1, June 2024

No

Al18

Al.16

No

H31

H14

HO09

HO2

Site Name Th.

AR NIUY (AAIANWEG)
ANALIN LNIUdY
Tsaa nudusa

T3aa wWhsnifie

ANALAN NIUY

ANALEN YiaNWoINg
AraLdn Jeinanyg
ANALAN WaTiuiL
ANALe1 UNTW

ANALT WNSUUNARN
AR Yavinng

AaLd Y

A1aLdn 130 (Bnduun)
AaLdn 1duouden
AaLdn i Wnauduies
AaLdn Tautetia

AaLdn vasen

ANaLen (6igNng

ANALAN NINEN

gunpuguulianlnAsssy

Site Name Ch.

=

e

=

BE
fRtE =

bk

WL A

IE
GLEA

YNGR Y

A

[iPRIE
AR
Z

ASTE N R
L () R

>
S

ko

N

A I fi

[FaRiiz TR =t

G

3 7

R ZE AL/ R W AEL

JA 4 1) BE /R

KRR

Latitude

13.721854
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Longitude
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Latitude

13.767909
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APPENDIX 2: Franke’s Temple Epigraphy, 2022-2023 Field Notes

A 1.1 (bt-mb-142)? /&K #83F Yongfu Si (Wat Bamphen Chin Phrot, TaUwey3unss)

The Yongfu Si is allegedly the oldest Chinese Buddhist temple in Bangkok, having been founded a few years before the larger and more
popular Longlian Si # 7% (Wat Mangkon) in the early 19th century. All Franke objects are still in evidence. The plaques A 1.1.1 and A.1.1.2
are on the upper floors. Of the vertical matching pair tablets, duilian %5 A 1.1.3a (assuming the order in Franke is correct) has been
mistakenly rehung with sides reversed now. We have observed elsewhere that the right and left of a duilian pair seem to have been
exchanged (see A 1.5). This is an indicator of a loss of Chinese skills. Whoever rehung the pair did not remember the original order—an easy
mistake to make, if one cannot read them—nor did they know about the tonal rules that a duilian has to follow and which allows an informed

reader to tell which side is which. Franke’s record captures the most important inscriptions; little seems to have been added.

A 1.2 (bt-mb-074) JEEE Shunxing Gong (Chow Sue Kong Shrine, Anatan1a1gon\)

Like the Da Bentougong Miao (A 1.3) and the Zhaoying Miao (A 1.9), the Shunxing Gong played an important role in the history of a speech
group. It is considered one of the earliest temples of Hokkien immigrants. All nine inscribed objects recorded by Franke are still in the
temple. There are a few more 20th-century donor inscriptions, which Franke did not document. Little seems to have been added in terms

of inscribed objects. The Shunxing temple is still a busy place that attracts many visitors.

2 Numbers refer to APPENDIX 1 above.
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A 1.3 (bt-mb-085) XZTEA B Da Bentougong Miao (Lao Pun Tao Kong Shrine, maidnanyuitinng)

The well-kept Da (or Lao) Bentougong Miao was the first headquarters of the Teochew (Chaozhou) Association of Thailand after its founding
in 1936.” It is one of the few temples that has its own web presence.’ Franke already recorded one major restoration of the temple that took
place in the early 1980s, and since his last visit, another renovation took place that added the pavilion to Tiandi fumu K52 £} to the right
in front of the building.’ The deity on the main altar is actually Da Laoye K% (= Xuanwu X i{). A Bentougong shrine is to the right after
the entrance on the right.® The oldest dated object associated with the temple is an inscribed bell from 1824. We found all six objects
photographed by Franke (A 1.3.1-6). The stone inscriptions A 1.3.5-6 are still next to the side gates of the courtyard, left and right of the

temple, but are now difficult to access.

A 1.4 (bt-mb-087) # A4<HH /A B Xin Bentougong Miao (Sin Pun Tao Kong Shrine, maidn@uiuicinng)
This small rooftop neighborhood temple has no direct connection to the larger Da Bentougong shrine (A 1.3) just two blocks further east.

According to a poster in the temple it was founded by a Hakka layperson “Ancestor Zhang” usswygwuaibie in the early 19th century. The

3 It appears that when speech group associations were formally instituted, they often did so at temples. That is some temples first served as informal headquarters.
The Hainan Chinese Association of Thailand was founded at the Zhaoying miao (A 1.8 below, bt-mb-051), the Hakka Association at the Liidi miao (bt-mb-054) (Jesada
2561: 57). This practice can also be observed in Singapore, where the Hokkien Association was established in the Tianfu Gong on Telok Ayer (Dean & Hue 2017: 1, 123-
124).

* Website in English, Chinese and Thai: http://laopuntaokong.org/altar/index_cn.asp (accessed in June 2023). On the temple, see also its chapter in Kulsiri 2553.
®Tiandi fumu altars are very common in Chinese temples in Bangkok. This name is often resolved as tianfu dimu (X R2-H#}) “Heaven-Father, Earth-Mother”. The Tiandi
fumu pair seems to merge the ancestor cult with that of local protector deities, but more research on this type of altar-pavilion is needed.

® The Bentougong cult is specific to the oversea Chinese in Thailand, Cambodia, Malaysia and elsewhere. It does not exist in China. More Chinese temples in Bangkok
are dedicated to Bentougong (and its female pendant Bentouma) than to any other deity. On the Bentougong cult in Bangkok, see Supakan 2559 and Achirat 2565: 207-
220.
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oldest inscribed object (A 1.3.1) is dated 1829. In the small temple, there are almost no inscribed objects beyond those recorded by Franke.

All of these were still in evidence and well preserved when we visited.

A 1.5 (bt-mb-013) KB EME Shuiwei Shengniang Miao (Chao Mae Thapthim Shrine, A1aL3uLiUTIY)

This is one of the oldest Hainanese shrines, which served as “mother temple” for other temples upcountry to the north of Bangkok (Skinner
1957: 84). Objects A 1.5.1-9 and 11 are still in evidence. The ancient bell (A 1.5.2) has for some reason been replaced by a newer one and put
in a storage room, where we found it with difficulty. The old donor inscriptions A 1.5.3-4 are still to the left of the main entrance, A 1.5.6
are to the right. The whole ensemble has been carefully repainted and restored. The three duilian A 1.5.7 are all there, but the second pair
has changed places and the half that is seen on the right side in Franke, now hangs left. We were unable to find the three wooden plaques
that are Franke object A 1.5.10 during our visits, and none of the caretakers seemed to remember them.

As with some other temples the Shuiwei Miao contains many more plaques and inscriptions than were recorded by Franke. Some of
these were later additions, but some well predate Franke’s visits. The most substantial change seems the dissolution of the left altar hall
that was dedicated to the Three Great Emperor-Officials (= F ##, — ' K7) (Franke 1998: 22). The space is currently used as a storeroom.
In the altar hall to the right, Guanyu has joined Bentougong. Such changes as to which deities are housed and where are important for

religious studies but are not captured by our focus on epigraphy.

A 1.6 (bt-mb-143) {l/A= Xiangong Gong (Siang Kong Shrine, A1aidn@eans)

A small temple, but densely packed. All objects and the inscription commemorating the first renovation in 1967-1969 recorded by Franke
are still there. Expensively cut inscriptions commemorating a second and a third renovation, completed in 2000 and 2009 respectively, have
been added. A new (post-2009) bilingual Thai-Chinese inscription inside gives a historical outline (shiliie 5:#%). A historical marker in front
of the temple remembers (in Thai and English) its connection with the Hokkien community that established the city’s first machinery

junkyard nearby and of which many shops remain in the area. Achirat (2565: 266) mentions that Teochew descendants now maintain it.
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A 1.7 (bt-mb-144) FTEHEIRE Taihua Shengniang Miao (Thai Hua Shrine, maﬁﬁfﬁgﬁ)

Like the next site (A 1.8), A 1.7 was established and is maintained by descendants of Hainanese immigrants. Both temples contain many
plaques and inscriptions not recorded by Franke. During a first visit in fall 2022, Franke objects A 1.7.2, and A 1.7.4-15 were still visible. We
were unable to locate the oldest donor list of 1866 (A 1.7.1), and a longer donor list of 1895 (A 1.7.3). Franke’s transcriptions now are the
only record of these 19th-century actors. Thus, stone donor tablets embedded in walls sometimes fall prey to renovations, while the
presumably less durable wooden plaques are preserved. In spring 2023, the temple was closed for a few months as it was undergoing further

renovations.

A 1.8 (bt-mb-051) B3 €& Zhaoying Miao

(Chiao Eng Biao Shrine, ma@’mﬁaatamﬁaa, aka Bang Rak Shrine, Anatanunesn)

The Zhaoying temple was the first headquarters of the Hainan Chinese Association of Thailand after its founding in 1911. Above the western
entrance, there still are the characters giongzhou gongsuo ¥ 22 Fir. In 2022-2023, all Franke objects were in evidence with the exception of
A 1.8.6, a wooden plaque with the characters shuide peitian /K#EFL K of 1902. The Zhaoying temple has many more inscribed objects than
Franke was able to document. He recorded six out of fifty-one wooden plaques, two out of seven duilian couplets, and two out of ten donor
inscriptions that we counted at the site. Franke focused on the oldest objects, but there are still more 19th century plaques on the densely

filled temple ceiling.

A 1.10 (bt-mb-084) #iZF ¥ B Guanyin Sheng Miao (A Nia Shrine, maﬁﬂmvﬁa)

A small, but well maintained, Buddhist temple in a small side alley off Sampheng Road (aka Soi Wanit 1). Of the two objects Franke
photographed, the pair of wood tablets A 1.10.2 (dated 1903) seems lost. A new pair, dated 1992, is found next to the main entrance, which
was thoroughly renovated as the changed paintings next to the door attest. A large metal donor tablet commemorating that renovation

was installed in the front court of the temple; it records more than 240 names with the amount of the donation.
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