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Abstract

Among Buddhist organizations in Taiwan, Dharma Drum Buddhist College
(DDBC) and the Chung-hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies (CHIBS) have
for many years promoted the production of digital resources in the field
of Buddhist culture. As part of this program a number of digital archives
specifically concerning the history and development of Buddhism in Taiwan
have been created. Supported at various stages by the Taiwan eLearning and
Digital Archives Project, the Haoran Foundation and the National Science
council these archives preserve a wide range of texts and images pertaining
to Buddhism in Taiwan from its inception in the 17th century to the present
day. This paper describes the creation principles and scope of these digital
collections.

Keywords: Taiwanese Buddhism, Digital archives, Taiwanese Buddhist temples

SUMMARY

“Digital Archives for the Study of Taiwanese Buddhism” describes the
design of four digital resources on Buddhism in Taiwan. The resources were
developed over a period of more than 10 years, and were managed by the Chung-
Hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies and later the Dharma Drum Buddhist College
in collaboration with institutions within and outside Taiwan. They were funded
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by grants from various agencies, such as the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation for
International Scholarly Exchange.

The first resource developed was the “Digital Archive of Texts concerning
Buddhism in Taiwan”, created between 2001 and 2003 in collaboration with
National Taiwan University. The project team collected texts and passages from
gazetteers and poetry collections, which were otherwise very difficult to access.
The archive groups the texts into three strata: late Ming and Qing Dynasty
(c.1600-1895) works; texts written under the Japanese colonial period (1895-1945);
and Post-World War II texts. The site also contains a bibliography on Taiwanese
Buddhist history.

All texts are made available online. The journal, Nanying Fojiao (Southern
Seas Buddhism), deserves special mention as it featured articles on all aspects
of Chinese Buddhism in Chinese, and later, in Japanese. Nanying Fojiao was
published from 1923 to 1943 (from 1923 to 1927 as Nanying Fojiaohui huibao,
and from 1941 to 1943 as Taiwan Fojiao). It is one of the most important primary
sources for Taiwanese Buddhism during the colonial period. The digital archive
contains scans of the original, as well as full text translations of the Japanese
articles into Chinese.

Under special collections, the “Digital Archive of Texts concerning
Buddhism in Taiwan” presents the digitization of some of the holdings of two
important Buddhist libraries in Taiwan: the Library of the Yuan-Guang Institute
of Buddhist Studies ([E[YEHHEERT) in Zhongli, and the Taizhong Buddhist Lodge

E & EE). This collection contains early journals such as New Gazette of
Taiwanese Buddhism Taiwan Fojiao Xinbao(5EMHEETER) (Vol. 1 1925) and
Light of Asia Ya no Hikari (RAD3E) (Vol. 2 1928).

Secondly, a follow-up project resulted in the “Digital Museum of Buddhism
in Taiwan: Journey to the Penglai Pure Land” (Taiwan fojiao shuwei bowuguan:
Penglai Jingtu You (ZIEHEENNIIHYIEE « 38485 138%)). This project used
a museum metaphor to highlight certain aspects of contemporary Buddhism in
Taiwan. Images of sixty-two temples from all over Taiwan are exhibited in the
collection. The collection also has 3-D models for selected temples allowing
users to virtually “step into” the premises.

The digital museum introduces Buddhist colleges and organizations as well
as some well known monks and nuns. The directory of Buddhist organizations
is an especially helpful tool for research on Buddhist educational activities in
the 1980’s and 90’s. The directory lists a total of twenty-one Buddhist colleges
that were active in 2003. Regarding the introduction of important Taiwanese
Buddhists, the “Digital Museum of Buddhism in Taiwan” provides detailed
biographical information on 43 monks, 27 nuns and 3 lay-followers; and describes
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their involvement and importance to the history of Buddhism in Taiwan. In the
“Culture and Arts” section, there is a unique collection of audio files featuring
Buddhist chanting from different temples in Taiwan, some of it in Taiwanese.
This material is extremely valuable for anthropological research and complements
the 3D models by providing the “audio-scape” of Buddhist temples.

The third project was again based on the full-text digitization of primary
resources for Buddhist studies. It provides a digital archive of the journal Taiwan
Fojiao (ZE##0), which was published between 1947 and 1970, and contains
valuable information on local events, practices and policies that are difficult to
find elsewhere. Indeed, hardcopies of the journal itself are difficult to find and
no complete set seems to have survived. We have worked with a number of
scholars and libraries to make available as many issues as possible. The interface
(built using the EXT-JS framework) presents the searchable full-text versions
next to scans of the originals. The HTML for the interface is produced through
an XSLT transformation from XML/TEI source files stored in an eXist database.
The structure of the texts is marked up using TEI so the digital text can be used
largely independently from the scanned images. It also allows for searching, e.g.,
for all authors or for expressions in title lines, outputting certain genres such as
poems for further analysis. The search function for the online interface is built on
a Solr/Lucene index.

As the most important journal of Taiwanese Buddhism in the 1950°s and 60’s,
Taiwan Fojiao is an important source for our understanding of this crucial period,
when Mainland Buddhist orthopraxy was implemented in Taiwan after 55 years
under Japanese occupation.

The fourth and final project described here is the “Buddhist Temples in
Taiwan” (BTT). BTT was created between 2008 and 2010. It was supported
by a grant of the Haoran Foundation and resulted in the most comprehensive
database of information concerning past and present Buddhist Temples in Taiwan.
Together with the textual material collected in the previous archives, BTT adds the
geographic dimension to the available information. BTT is primarily a database
containing information about more than 5000 Buddhist temples, shrines and
sites in Taiwan, both present and past. All sites are geo-referenced, and in most
cases an address is given. Historical information, e.g., at least the foundation
date, is included for more than 2000 temples, thus making it possible to analyze
the spread of Buddhist institutions in different regions in Taiwan. For example,
the great realignment of Northern vs. Southern Taiwan in terms of the number of
temples is illustrated in Table 9. In the late 19th century, Southern Taiwan (area
south of Nantou) had a greater number of temples than Northern Taiwan (north
of Taizhong), 192 vs. 124 temples, respectively. However, by the end of the 20th
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century, the temple count in these two regions had become more equal (1880 vs.
1991 temples).

To map the historical dimension of the geography of Taiwanese Buddhism, it
was necessary to design a dataset that would allow for temples to move from one
place to another, with or without a name change. The dataset also needed to allow
for site name changes without moving physical location. Therefore the table for
each entry required fields for previous and succeeding information for each site.

For more than 700 temples, we included extensive information as to their
history and site. Most of these prose descriptions were provided by Dr. Kan
Zhenzong, one of the leading experts on Taiwanese Buddhist history. With
foundation dates for over 2000 sites and prose descriptions for more than 700
sites, BTT provides a significant sample from which overall trends can be
extrapolated.

The information is available online through a Google-Map based interface,
which allows for queries of the database according to time and geographic
regions. In addition to the online interface, the complete database is available
as a zip-archive (at: buddhistinformatics.ddbc.edu.tw/taiwanbudgis/download/)
in XML/TEI (P5) format. It is distributed under a Creative Commons (CC)
(Attribute - Share Alike) Ver. 3 license.

Another feature of BTT is that it contains the largest image database of
Buddhist temples in Taiwan. We have collected over 6,700 images of more than
520 temples. These provide researchers with an unprecedented record of 20th
century temple architecture and iconography. All images are used with permission
and shared under a CC license.

By providing the digital archives described here we hope to encourage
further research—both qualitative as well as quantitative—on the history of
Buddhism in Taiwan.
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